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HARRISBURG COLISEUM

KEYSTONE ARENA

14-Year-Old JJ Torano Tops Dover Saddlery/USEF 
Hunter Seat Medal Final

120	 Green Conformation Model	 	 7:30 AM120	 Green Conformation Model	 	 7:30 AM
126	 High Performance Conformation Model	 8:00 AM126	 High Performance Conformation Model	 8:00 AM
142	 Green Hunter 3’6”  O/F	 	 8:30 AM142	 Green Hunter 3’6”  O/F	 	 8:30 AM
143	 Green Hunter 3’6” Handy O/F	 	 9:30 AM143	 Green Hunter 3’6” Handy O/F	 	 9:30 AM
121	 Green Conformation O/F	 	 10:30 AM121	 Green Conformation O/F	 	 10:30 AM
122	 Green Conformation Handy O/F	 	 11:15 AM122	 Green Conformation Handy O/F	 	 11:15 AM
137	 Green Hunter 3’9”  O/F	 	 12:00 PM137	 Green Hunter 3’9”  O/F	 	 12:00 PM
138	 Green Hunter 3’9” Handy O/F	 	 12:45 PM138	 Green Hunter 3’9” Handy O/F	 	 12:45 PM
127	 High Performance Conformation O/F	 1:30 PM127	 High Performance Conformation O/F	 1:30 PM
128	 High Performance Conf. Handy O/F	 2:15 PM128	 High Performance Conf. Handy O/F	 2:15 PM
132	 High Performance Hunter 4’  O/F		 3:00 PM132	 High Performance Hunter 4’  O/F		 3:00 PM
133	 High Performance Hunter Handy O/F	 3:45 PM133	 High Performance Hunter Handy O/F	 3:45 PM

Evening Session - Hunt NightEvening Session - Hunt Night
800	 Field Hunters 35 & Under	 	 4:45 PM800	 Field Hunters 35 & Under	 	 4:45 PM
801	 Field Hunters Over 35		 	 5:45 PM801	 Field Hunters Over 35		 	 5:45 PM
	 Parade Of Fox Hounds		 	 7:00 PM	 Parade Of Fox Hounds		 	 7:00 PM
803	 Gentlemen’s Hunter Under Saddle	 7:15 PM803	 Gentlemen’s Hunter Under Saddle	 7:15 PM
802	 Ladies Hunter Under Saddle	 	 7:25 PM802	 Ladies Hunter Under Saddle	 	 7:25 PM
400	 Ladies Side Saddle Under Saddle	 	 7:35 PM400	 Ladies Side Saddle Under Saddle	 	 7:35 PM
401	 Ladies Side Saddle Hack	 	 7:45 PM401	 Ladies Side Saddle Hack	 	 7:45 PM
402	 Ladies Side Saddle O/F	 	 8:20 PM402	 Ladies Side Saddle O/F	 	 8:20 PM
403	 Ladies Side Saddle Championship		 8:45 PM403	 Ladies Side Saddle Championship		 8:45 PM
804	 Hunt Teams	 	 	 9:00 PM804	 Hunt Teams	 	 	 9:00 PM
805	 Hunt Night Championship	 	805	 Hunt Night Championship	 	

148	 Green Hunter 3’0”  O/F Sec A	 	 12:00 PM148	 Green Hunter 3’0”  O/F Sec A	 	 12:00 PM
149	 Green Hunter 3’0”  O/F Sec A	 	149	 Green Hunter 3’0”  O/F Sec A	 	
1480	Green Hunter 3’3”  O/F Sec B	 	 1:30 PM1480	Green Hunter 3’3”  O/F Sec B	 	 1:30 PM
1490	Green Hunter 3’3”  O/F Sec B	 	1490	Green Hunter 3’3”  O/F Sec B	 	
153	 Green Hunter 3’3” O/F Sec A	 	 3:00 PM153	 Green Hunter 3’3” O/F Sec A	 	 3:00 PM
1530	Green Hunter 3’3” O/F Sec B	 	1530	Green Hunter 3’3” O/F Sec B	 	
		 Clear Ring	Clear Ring	 	 	 	 4:45 PM	 	 	 4:45 PM
156	 Green Hunter 3’3”  U/S Sec A	 	 5:00 PM156	 Green Hunter 3’3”  U/S Sec A	 	 5:00 PM
1560	Green Hunter 3’3”  U/S Sec B	 	 5:15 PM1560	Green Hunter 3’3”  U/S Sec B	 	 5:15 PM
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MONDAY - OCTOBER 14, 2024

At just 14 years old, JJ Torano has added his 
name to the history books as the youngest 
rider on record to win the Dover Saddlery/
USEF Hunter Seat Medal Final. 

On his way to the victory on Sunday, October 
13, at the Pennsylvania National Horse Show 
in Harrisburg, PA, Torano first topped a field 
of 168 first-round entries to take over the 
lead. After the top 25 returned for a second 
round, Torano moved from first to second, 
but additional testing of the top six ultimate-
ly saw him return to the winner’s position. 

With judges Rachel Kennedy and Tammy Provost presiding over the class, second place went to Syd-
ney Raidy, and Maddie Tosh rounded out the top three. 

“It’s still kind of unreal to know that I won the Medal Final at this age,” said Torano, who rides as 13 
years old, having turned 14 in June. “It definitely feels good. On [Favorite Edition Z], coming back for 
a test, I do feel really confident knowing he can do anything I ask him for.”

Confidence in his testing abilities aboard Favorite Edition Z proved paramount for Torano, as the top 
six riders were asked to complete a challenging ride-off round that incorporated a hand gallop, nine 
jumping efforts, two demonstrations of the counter canter and a halt – all executed without stirrups.

“We don’t know what to expect coming here, but we practice a lot on what we could be asked to do,” 
said Torano of his preparation for testing with his training team – which includes his father, Jimmy 
Torano, alongside John Brennan, Missy Clark and the team at North Run. “It’s a lot of practice and 
repetition, but mainly, a lot of counter canter and just the simple things, the basics with the horse. 
So, a lot of repetition.”

JJ Torano has had the opportunity to implement that repetition with Favorite Edition Z since January 
of this year when the 12-year-old Belgian Warmblood gelding was acquired by his parents and Clark 
and Brennan. “He did the equitation finals last year; his first horse show was actually the Hampton 
Classic last year, and he’s been perfect since I’ve been with him and had him the whole time,” said JJ 
Torano. “And Missy [Clark] and John [Brennan], with him being in their barn in the North Run team, 
he’s really come to it quickly.”

For the gelding’s performance on Sunday, Favorite Edition Z was selected by the judges as the Best 
Equitation Horse and presented with the Doris H. Clark Memorial Perpetual Trophy, donated by Mis-
sy Clark.

With JJ Torano ultimately earning the win and the Adrian van Sinderen Memorial Perpetual Trophy, 
the rest of the results also saw some shaking up in the final testing. Adriana Forte and Cornet Z were 
the first to return, and while Forte delivered a beautiful ride, a missed fence counted her off course 
and struck her from top contention.

Sitting in the fifth-place position, Raidy and Mac One III were the next to tackle the test, and the New 
York City native turned in a strong performance that would eventually secure her the reserve cham-
pionship honors. “I really just wanted to play it safe, keep everything very tidy and clean, just get 
the test done,” explained Raidy, who trains with Frank Madden at Capital Hill. “We’ve had so many 
lessons at home, learning about what the smartest choices are once you’re in there. It’s so easy to 
get nervous and just try to do something really hard. So, I just wanted to walk in, get my counter lead 
and get my distances – which I did. So, it’s good.”

Next in was eventual third-place finisher Tosh aboard Daktari. While Daktari swapped off in one of 
the counter canters and had rails at one fence, Kennedy and Provost ultimately rewarded her with 
the third-place honor. Kennedy later noted that it was apparent that Tosh “fought a little bit for her 
counter,” working hard to return to the counter canter, which was rewarded. 



JUNIOR WEEKENDGrace Stenbeck-Werner and Olivia Sweetnam 
Swept Saturday’s Top Honors

From the first day of the 2024 Turnham Green/USEF Junior Jumper National Cham-
pionships, 16-year-old Olivia Sweetnam sat just 0.01 points off the gold medal spot. 
On Saturday night, October 12, at the Pennsylvania National Horse Show, she over-
came that incredibly small margin to add her name to the history books as the new 
USEF Junior Jumper National Champion. 

Throughout the four rounds and three phases of competition, held Thursday, Octo-
ber 10 through Saturday, October 12, Sweetnam and HDB Quality produced nothing 
but quick, clear rounds. As rails fell for others over the Anderson Lima-designed 
course, Sweetnam cemented her spot atop the podium. 

Earning the additional podium positions also required nothing less than clear rounds 
all week, with the silver medal going to Clara Propp aboard Cocolina, and Ava Myers 
and Sparky taking home the bronze. 

“This experience has been amazing,” said Sweetnam, who hails from Wellington, 
FL. “I kind of put a lot of pressure on myself both last night and tonight because I 
wanted to do good for both my team and my horse. I know that [HDB Quality] is 
very capable of doing this with ease, so I didn’t want to let her down.” 

Sweetnam attributes a good part of her consistency and success at the PNHS to her 
strong partnership with “Quality,” an 11-year-old Westphalian mare owned by her 
family’s Sweet Oak Farm. 

“This is my heart horse, so it means extra to me,” said Sweetnam of the mare she 
has been partnered with for the last three years. “I know her very, very well. I’ve 
moved up from the 1.20m all the way to this level, and she’s taken me around a 
1.50m track now. We have a really, really good bond bonth in and out of the barn 
because she’s one of those mares that, once you connect with them and earn their 
trust, she’ll do anything for you. I trust her with my life, and she trusts me as her 
rider. it’s so great that I can walk into the ring every single time knowing that she’s 
going to give it her all.” 

For her win, Sweetnam was presented with the AHSA National Show Jumping Indi-
vidual Championship Perpetual Trophy.

Prestige Proves Best in Pony Hunters
In the Pony Hunter divisions, it was Grace Stenbeck-Werner who rode away with the 
show’s top honors. 

Stenbeck-Werner and Prestige, owned by Swede Ventures LLC, earned the champi-
onship title in the Large Pony Hunters, sponsored by Glebe Ventures. The pair won 
the handy and were second in two jumping classes to also secure the Grand Pony 
Hunter Championship, sponsored by Shadow Ridge. 

Though this is Stenbeck-Werner’s third year and second tricolor at Harrisburg, she 
battled nerves before walking into the ring this time around.

“I knew I really wanted to do well, especially because I had a good weekend at Cap-
ital Challenge,” said Stenbeck-Werner, who won the WCHR Pony Challenge just days 
earlier. “I was a little nervous, because I just wanted to continue being consistent.”

And consistent they were, scoring in the high eighties in every class and securing 
second under saddle to earn the title.

“He’s the sweetest, and he loves cuddles,” said Stenbeck-Werner. “We call him 
Prince, and he’s the prince of the barn. He is very, very comfortable. He listens a lot, 
and it’s very nice once I walk in the ring because I feel very confident.” 

For the Large Pony Hunter championship, Stenbeck-Werner was presented with the 
For the Laughter Perpetual Cup, donated by Dr. Betsee Parker. For the Grand Pony 
Hunter Championship, she received the Francis E. Armstrong Memorial Challenge 
Trophy, donated by the Bedard Family.

Pony Hunter competition at the 2024 PNHS concluded on Saturday afternoon with 
the $10,000 Pony Hunter Winners Stake, sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Gary C. Duffy/
Little Brook Farms, Inc, where it was again Stenbeck-Werner in the winner’s circle. 
This time, she piloted Cleverist, owned by Swede Ventures LLC, to a score of 91, to 
earn the Little Brook Farms, Inc. Perpetual Trophy. 


